The underpublicized sport of wrestling
is boosted by the wrestling record of Rod-
ney Hebert. Rodney represented the Tor-
nadoes in the state match at Countryside
High School on February 24-25.
A Changed Image
Wrestling gains more support
by Roxanne Moshonas
Jammed between morning
announcements and hid-
den in the statistic page of
the newspaper, wrestling an-
nouncements often took a back
seat to more popular sports.
However, Coach John Lersch
slowly but surely changed the im-
age of wrestling. Students be-
came more aware of wrestling
with a match January 3 during
school. In sixth period, students
paid a ticket price to see the Tor-
nadoes wrestle against Osceola.
Because of the improved spirit of
the fans, the Tornadoes proceed-
ed to defeat Osceola.
About twenty-eight young
men participated in the wrestling
program under Coach Lersch.
The wrestlers practiced two
hours every day after school dur-
ing the November to February
season. Practices consisted of
running, wrestling moves, live
wrestling and weight lifting.
"Practices were pretty hard, but
they really got you prepared for
Wrestlers are pitted against each other
by weight and size. In the 115 pound
weight class, co-captain Dan "Mad Dog"
Hampton strives to keep his opponent
under control.
the matches," said Kevin Wilkes.
The Tornadoes had a much im-
proved year, 7-7 as opposed to
the 3-12 1982-3 season. John
Brower commented, "Everyone
on the team worked hard
throughout the season. We had a
lot of people who didn't make it."
Coach Lersch, who had coached
wrestling for five years, the past
two at CHS, believed the excel-
lent season was partly due to re-
turning experienced wrestlers.
The number one returning wres-
tler was senior Rodney Herbert
with a 19-2 record.
Wrestlers of each team were
pitted against others of their own
weight and size. An interesting
situation arose in one of the
matches where the Tornadoes
were losing by three points. It
was Howard Rein's turn to wres-
tle when the wrestler on the other
team saw Howard and refused to
compete against him. Howard
took the forfeit and won the
match for the Tornadoes.
Though not often recognized,
wrestling proved to be a tough
and demanding sport. The Tor-
nadoes, however, strove to im-
prove their record and succeed-
ed. ?
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